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In 1868 Sir George

was second Wrangler.

THE POPE OF TAOISM.
At the time of the Parliament of Religions in 1893 an essay was received
on Taoism which was especially delightful on account of the sincerity in
which it was written, but the author was not known. In the rush of business
the name and address of the sender seem to have been misplaced, and there
was the manuscript alone to speak for itself.
In a report of a recent meeting of the International Institute of China at
Shanghai on page 567 it is related that Dr. Timothy Richard on that occasion
mentioned that he himself procured the consent of the Taoist pope to furnish
an explanation of his religion for the Religious Parliament. Accordingly we
can state definitely that the article received at that time (and now republished
on another page of this issue) comes from no less an authority on Taoism
than the pope himself. If it was not actually written by the Heavenly Master
Chang, it was certainly furnished and authorized by him. We note in it the
candid spirit of acknowledging the faults of the Taoist priesthood and the
sincere desire for reform. What a remarkable concession from the head of an
ancient, powerful, and firmly established church
The papacy of the Taoists is a very ancient institution it is hereditary
and the oldest member of this venerable papal clan, Chang Liang, is known to
history as having lived about 200 B. C.
It must be remembered that Chang Liang of the Chang family was a
friend of Emperor Lin Pang, the founder of the Han dynasty, and assisted
in putting him on the throne in 208 B. C.
Chang Liang would accept no
honors or rewards for his services but withdrew and devoted himself to
meditation. After about two centuries Chang Tao-Ling (born 34 A. D.), one
;

Chang Liang's descendants in the 8th generation, was as much a\erse to
worldly power as his ancestor and is reported to have discovered the secret
of the elixir of life. The story goes that at the age of 123 years he swallowed
it and ascended to heaven.
The respect to the Chang family as the representatives of Taoist wisdom and the official honors bestowed upon them by
imperial protection continued, and it is reported that in 423 A. D., K'o K'ienof

•

Che was recognized

as the legitimate successor to the dignity of his ancestors

under the title T^ien She which means "Heavenly Master," implying that he
was the head of Taoism. His successors have all been descendants of Chang
Liang even down to our day, the present incumbent being the 62d Chang
T'ien She. There is no dynasty in Europe which can boast of the same antiquity and uninterrupted prosperity as these Taoist popes.
There are two branches in Taoism. In one the priests marry, and are
subject to the so-called Taoit pope.

In the other celibacy

priests are not subject to the pope, but are

is

obligatory.

Its

under the control of the head abbot

of a Taoist temple in Peking.

We

pope has more political than spiritHis selection from the members of the Chang family is always
The present pope holds his office still on the
ratified by the government.
authority of the late Emperor or rather Empress Dowager. It is probable that
will further state that the so-called

ual power.
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in tlic future llie right of recognition will fall to the president of the

Chinese
*

republic.

AN ASS-HEADED DEITY.
.\'very strange
schichte der

Kunst
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gem, here reproduced from Karl Wocrmann's Getwo
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FROM A SICILIAN TEMl'LE.
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metopes of Semenount temple

Heracles carries the two Cercopes on the

in Sicily.
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